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Supplementary Files 
 
The American Heritage Time Use Studies (AHTUS) harmonised files cover the age range 
common to the studies – ages 18+ (except for 1965-66, which also included an age minimum of 
19 and an age maximum of 65). Also, we include only the main respondents from the 1975-76 
study, and the adult diaries which match to valid demographic information. Nonetheless, we have 
additional diaries for every survey except for the 1965-66 study. As these other diaries may prove 
useful for some research, we have created supplementary files  
 
These supplementary files follow the same structure and have the same variables contained in the 
main AHTUS time-diary files. Such demographic information as is available is included in the 
supplementary files. The table below notes which background variables are available for the 
supplementary files. The supplementary files also do not include the cross-time weight excluding 
states not found in all surveys as these files cover different populations than are found in all 
surveys. The other weights, including the weight to inflate to the national population size, are 
included for all supplements except the additional child in care marker file for 2012. 
 
Files Data covered in the files 
USA1975withspousehfep 
USA1975withspousehfsum 

1975-76 files covering the main respondents and spouses 
where relevant 

USA75response Indicates which 1975 main respondents and spouses 
responded in each wave, and which returned a good diary in 
each wave 

Muriel-original-
USA75_76quest.sav 

This file retains some data errors found in the original file. 
This is the originally released version of the questionnaire file 
for this survey. 

combwave75 Indicates changes in personal status of the main respondents 
across each wave of the 1975-76 study. 

w1USA75 to w4USA75 Individual wave files for questionnaire information for main 
respondents to the 1975-76 study 

USA1985childep/sum Files for diarists aged 10-17 
USA1993childhfep/sum Files for diarists aged 0 to 17 
USA1998-01-extra-weights Alternative weights for diaries in these surveys 
USA0312youthep/sum Files for diarists aged 15 to 17 
USA2012xincare File of 247 episodes with both secondary elder and child care 
 
There are multiple strategies to add the cases for young people to the main AHTUS files. Users 
can merge the demographic and survey file with the time use file, and then append the youth files 
as additional cases. If you follow this approach, you will find that there are some variables that 
generally do not apply to the younger diarists (none of who are retired, for example) which will 
have system missing values. These missing values should be treated as not relevant.  An 
alternative approach is to append the youth supplements to the individual main AHTUS files. If 
you choose this approach, you either first should select only those variables that are in the main 
AHTUS files or drop the variables not on the AHTUS main file to which you are matching. The 
Multinational Time Use Study version of these same surveys may prove easier to use to compare 
the time of younger and older people. 
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The National Survey of Parents (1999-01) questionnaire initially omitted to ask participants about 
their age. The survey team tried to recontact diarists, and did obtain ages of over 2/3rds of the 
sample, but actual ages of 387 diarists (1/3rd of the sample) were not obtained. The survey team 
imputed ages for the majority of these cases. The AHTUS presents information participants 
reported, and while we make full use of information participants report in diaries, we do not 
impute information based on probabilities. The ORIGWGHT offers the original weight from the 
original team, and that weight offers a value for all diaries, including the diaries with insufficient 
information for analysis and the cases with imputed ages. We also have made a supplement file 
of additional weights for this survey, available on the American Heritage Time Use Study 
(AHTUS) data page. This file contains the identifiers to match this file both AHTUS and the 
Multinational Time Use Study (MTUS) version of these datasets. The only variables necessary to 
make the match to the AHTUS version are survey and pid (and the equivalent variables in the 
MTUS are msamp and persid). This file additionally contains alternatives to recwght (called 
propwt in the MTUS). 

• recwghti is created the same way that we make the recwght - adjusting the 
original survey weight to balance the distribution of days of the week over the 
year for women and men by age group for the good quality diary sample, only 
this weight treats the impute ages as though these are valid ages.  

• recalt is created the same way that we create recwght (and as with the recwght 
treats the imputed ages as missing age, and hence 0-weights these diaries), but 
makes a further adjustment. As the FISCT is a sample of adults, but the NSP is a 
sample of parents, we used the Current Population Survey distribution of women 
and men by age group who are and who are not parents, and we adjust the 
combined surveys to put parents into their correct proportion (relative to the 
CPS). 

• recalti is like recalt, but this weight treats the imputed age as though they are valid 
ages. 

• infltwti - this weight is like infltwt, and inflates the good quality diary sample size 
to the size of the national population (as measured by the CPS), but infltwti treats 
the imputed ages as valid ages. 

The tables at the end of this documentation shows the distribution of average time for women and 
for men in the AHTUS main activity codes weighted by recwght, the original weight, and these 
alternatives. The overall proportion of time is similar across all activities, but variations of 5 to 12 
minutes time appear in a limited range of activities, particularly time in main job employment 
and time watching television. More variation appears between the original survey weight and all 
the main MTUS/AHTUS and the alternative CTUR weights than between any of the weights 
created by CTUR. In particular, the original weights make it appear that women spent less time in 
paid work, men spent more time in paid work, that men spent more time doing nothing, and 
women spent more time watching television than suggested by the CTUR-generated weights. The 
code that makes these weights is available in the AHTUS conversion code file. 
 
In 2011, the ATUS collected a supplement of secondary time looking after older adults in need of 
care. In this year of the ATUS, there are 247 episodes in a limited number of diaries where the 
diarists reported both doing secondary elder care and also that a child was in their care during the 
activity. We have coded these cases as secondary adult care only in the main file. We also make 
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available a supplementary file described in the final section of this documentation which flags 
these cases. This supplement only includes 247 row cases for these episodes. 
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Background variables available in the supplementary files 
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1975-76 couples x x x x x x x - - x x x x x x x x x  
1985 age 10-17 - - x - - x x - - x x x x x x - x x  
1992-94 child - - x - x x x x - - - - x x - - x x  
2003-12 youth x - x x x x x x x x x x x x x - x x  
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1975-76 couples x x x x x - - x x x x - x x x * ** ^ - 
1985 age 10-17 - - - - x - x x - x - - x - - x x x - 
1992-94 child - - - - x - - x - - - - - - - x x x - 
2003-12 youth x x x x x x x x x x - x x - x x x x - 
2011 additional child in care - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x 

*    called orgallwt – original weight for all diarists including spouses. 
**  called allinfwt – inflated weight for all diarists, including spouses. 
^   called allrecwt – recommended adjusted weight for all diarists including spouses. 
The 1975 all diarist weights are calculated using the same procedures as used to make the other ATHUS weights, but start from 
different original survey weights. 
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Distribution of mean times in activities using the main AHTUS and alternative supplement weights for the 1998-01 diaries. 
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